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service, and that he would listen to no expressions
against him. A few days after this, the King executed
a formal declaration before a notary, in presence of the
Duke of Alva, that as his concessions had been made
under force, and not freely, he reserved to himself full
right to punish the guilty, and especially those who were
the authors and supporters of the seditions. To the appeals
made to him from the Netherlands, Philip made no
answer, except by secret injunctions to maintain the
persecution, which, in spite of promises and some show
of moderation, was still carried on in places and at
seasons.

The great city of Antwerp was now become the chief
seat of the Reform movement, which, owing to its connec-
tion with Geneva and with the French Huguenots, took a
definitely Calvinist form. Brederode, Louis of Nassau,
Culemburg, and other nobles, in active alliance with
several Protestant divines, stimulated the preaching of
the New Gospel, which was now openly carried on by
vast popular gatherings. " There are more heretics in
Antwerp than in Geneva," wrote Cardinal Granvelle in
his indignation; and in that city sat the synod which
organised the Protestant consistories. To the disgust of
all Catholics, the medals, badges, toy bowls and wallets
of the Beggars were publicly on sale. Lutherans,
Calvinists, and Anabaptists held open meetings in the
fields; their ministers carried on an active propaganda;
and the preaching assemblies were guarded by armed
men. The same gatherings, at times of ten or twenty
thousand persons, were continued in all the principal
towns. The Regent and her officials fulminated orders
against them, but the local magistracy was quite unable